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CULTURE OF PEACE 

 

We are about to begin a year of commemoration and celebration. Thirty 

years ago, on 1 July 1989, was adopted in Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast, in 

the framework of the supreme peacebuilding mandate of UNESCO the 

“Declaration on Peace in the mind of men”1. This splendid document 

starts as follows: “Peace is essentially respect of life. Peace is the most 

precious possession of humanity. Peace is more than the end of armed 

conflict. Peace is a behaviour. Peace is a deep-rooted commitment to the 

principles of liberty, justice, equality and solidarity among all human 

beings. Peace is also a harmonious partnership of humankind with the 

environment”.  

 

It is worthwhile stressing point II.a of this declaration where “The 

Congress invites States” to: “a) help construct a new vision of peace by 

developing a culture of peace based on the universal values of respect for 

life, liberty, justice, solidarity, tolerance, human rights and equality 

between women and men; (b) strengthen awareness of the common 

destiny of humanity so as to further the implementation of common 

policies ensuring justice in the relations between human beings and a 

harmonious partnership of humankind with nature; (c) include peace and 

human rights component as a permanent feature in all education 

                                                 
1
 http://www.culture-of-peace.info/annexes/declarations/Yamoussoukro.pdf  

 

http://www.culture-of-peace.info/annexes/declarations/Yamoussoukro.pdf
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programmes; (d) encourage concerted action at the international level to 

manage and protect the environment and to ensure that activities carried 

out under the authority or control of any one State neither impair the 

quality of the environment of other States nor harm the biosphere”. 

 

The culture of peace “was born” in the right time, coinciding with the fall 

of Berlin Wall and the subsequent collapse of Soviet Union, without a 

single drop of blood being shed, thanks to the sagacity and political will of 

Mikhail Gorbachev, thus allowing all countries that were part of this union 

to start their long march towards a system of public liberties. In South 

Africa another historical figure, Nelson Mandela, succeeded -with the 

complicity of President Frederik De Klerk- in putting an end to the 

intolerable and immoral racial apartheid, and he was a few months later 

elected as President of South Africa. And peace was finally brought to El 

Salvador with the Chapultepec Peace Accords. And, thanks to the offices 

of the Community of San Egidio, a peace agreement was made possible in 

Mozambique. And Guatemala’s peace process was restarted…  

 

Being aware of our inescapable responsibility to ensure a quality of life to 

all “others” living in every corner of the Earth, it became clear for all of us 

that coexistence implied solidarity and sharing with others in order to 

replace force by word, thus abiding to Article 1 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights that impels us to live in “a spirit of 

brotherhood”. 
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It is essential to bear in mind that the cornerstone of Human Rights is the 

equal dignity of all human beings, without any discrimination on the 

grounds of gender, race, beliefs or ideology. The Declarations of Barcelona  

 

(1994)2 and Lille (2009)3 are particularly relevant on this respect,  

in relation to the interreligious dialogue and the culture of peace. 

 

In 2019 we will also commemorate the 20th anniversary of the approval 

by the General Assembly of the United Nations, on 6 October 1999, of the 

Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace. This 

document lists the actions that should be taken to enable the great 

historical shift from the old fashion “preparation for war” to 

“peacebuilding with our everyday behaviour”4. 

 

The year before, in 1998, a series of declarations and documents were 

produced, some of which are mentioned below only as examples, as 

references of particular importance: 

 Culture of Peace – Resolution approved by the General Assembly (A/RES/52/13, 

15.01.1998), calling for “the promotion of a culture of peace based on the 

principles established in the Charter of Human Rights and in the respect for 

Human Rights, democracy and tolerance, as well as the promotion of 

development, education and peace, the free circulation of information and a 

                                                 
2
 http://www.culture-of-peace.info/annexes/declarations/Religion.pdf  

 
3
 https://ecrl.eu/a-culture-of-peace-lille-declaration/  

 
4
 http://www.culture-of-peace.info/annexes/declarations/UNResolution.pdf  

 

http://www.culture-of-peace.info/annexes/declarations/Religion.pdf
https://ecrl.eu/a-culture-of-peace-lille-declaration/
http://www.culture-of-peace.info/annexes/declarations/UNResolution.pdf
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greater presence of women, thus favouring a comprehensive approach aimed 

at preventing violence and conflicts…”5 . 

 Resolution of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the International 

Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World 

(2001-2010), in November 1998 (Res. 53/25 from 19/11/98)6. 

 

 In 1999, apart from laying down the Millenium Goals, the 2000 Manifesto 

already summarized the most prominent points of the new culture of peace 

(Paris, 4.3.1999)7. 

 

 In year 2000 “The Earth Chater” –drawn up, among others, by Maurice Strong, 

Mikhail Gorbachev, Federico Mayor, Ruud Lubbers…– was made public and it 

became -due to its conceptual and practical relevance- one of the most 

appropriate documents for the great shift that will soon take place. It consists 

of four “Principles” (I. Respect and Care for the Community of Life; II. Ecological 

Integrity; III. Social and Economic Justice; IV. Democracy, Non-violence and 

Peace); a Preamble (Earth, Our Home; The Global Situation; The Challenges 

Ahead; and Universal Responsibility); and an Epilogue (The Way Forward)8. 

 

 At the end of the United Nations Summit on the Millenium Development Goals 

+5, in September 2005, the final Declaration showed that all Heads of State and 

Government Leaders were committed to no longer postpone the transition 

from a culture based on domination, imposition and violence to a culture of 

                                                 
5
 http://www.worldlii.org/int/other/UNGA/1997/54.pdf  

 
6
 https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/53/25  

 
7
 http://peacequest.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/MANIFESTO-2000-FOR-A-CULTURE-OF-PEACE-

AND-NON.pdf  
 
8
 http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/mods/theme_a/img/02_earthcharter.pdf  

 

http://www.worldlii.org/int/other/UNGA/1997/54.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/53/25
http://peacequest.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/MANIFESTO-2000-FOR-A-CULTURE-OF-PEACE-AND-NON.pdf
http://peacequest.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/MANIFESTO-2000-FOR-A-CULTURE-OF-PEACE-AND-NON.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/mods/theme_a/img/02_earthcharter.pdf
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encounter, dialogue, conciliation, alliance and peace (A/RES/60/1 from 

24.10.2005)9. 

 

 On 3 November 2009, the General Assembly of United Nations –in point 49 of 

its Resolution A/64/L.5 taken during the “International Decade for a Culture of 

Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World” (2001-2010)– 

“Encourages civil society, including non-governmental organizations, to further 

strengthen its efforts in furtherance of the objectives of the Decade, interalia, 

by adopting its own programme of activities to complement the initiatives of 

Member States, the organizations”... and it also “Encourages the involvement 

of the mass media in education for a culture of peace and non-violence, with 

particular regard to children and young people, including through the planned 

expansion of the Culture of Peace News Network as a global network of 

Internet sites in many languages”10.  

 

 

 It is also important to highlight several initiatives that have been 

taken by different countries and which show the prominence given 

to the “Culture of Peace”. It is worthwhile stressing the progress 

made in the practical integration of the culture of peace in many 

areas which are the cornerstones of the new world we all dream 

about: 

 

                                                 
9
 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact
/A_RES_60_1.pdf  
 
10

 http://fund-

culturadepaz.org/spa/DOCUMENTOS/DECLARACIONES,%20RESOLUCIONES/International_Decade_for_a
_Culture_of_Peace_and_Non-Violence.pdf  
 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_60_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_60_1.pdf
http://fund-culturadepaz.org/spa/DOCUMENTOS/DECLARACIONES,%20RESOLUCIONES/International_Decade_for_a_Culture_of_Peace_and_Non-Violence.pdf
http://fund-culturadepaz.org/spa/DOCUMENTOS/DECLARACIONES,%20RESOLUCIONES/International_Decade_for_a_Culture_of_Peace_and_Non-Violence.pdf
http://fund-culturadepaz.org/spa/DOCUMENTOS/DECLARACIONES,%20RESOLUCIONES/International_Decade_for_a_Culture_of_Peace_and_Non-Violence.pdf
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 Law 27/2005 of 30 de November, on the Promotion of Education and 

the Culture of Peace clearly calls for the promotion of the culture of 

peace in Spain11. 

 

 Institutional Declarations - The Culture of Peace in the Statutes of 

Autonomy of Spain: 

- The Statute of Autonomy of Andalusia (Constitutional Law 

2/2007 from 19 March calling for the Amendment of the 

Autonomy Statute of Autonomy of Aragón)12. 

- The Statute of Autonomy of Aragon (Constitutional Law 5/2007 

from 20 April calling for the Amendment of the Autonomy 

Statute of Autonomy of Andalusia)13. 

- The Statute of Autonomy of Castile and Leon (Constitutional Law 

14/2007 from 30 November calling for the Amendment of the 

Autonomy Statute of Autonomy of Castile and Leon)14. 

- Statute of Autonomy of Catalonia (Constitutional Law 6/2006, 

from 19 July calling for the Amendment of the Satute of 

Autonomy of Catalonia)15 . 

 

 Inclusion in Constitutions 

- Bolivia. New Political Constitution of the State. October 2008. 

Article 108 in Title III on Duties reads as follows: “It is the duty of 

Bolivian men and women... 4. To protect, promote and enhance 

the right to peace, as well as to promote the culture of peace”16.  

- Ecuador.  New Political Constitution of the Republic, July 2008. 

Article 3.8 of Title I on Fundamental Principles establishes that it 

                                                 
11

 http://www.fund-culturadepaz.org/eng/DECLARACIONES/Ley%2027%202005%20ENG.pdf  
 
12

 

http://www.google.es/search?hl=es&q=estatuto+de+autonomia+de+andaluc%C3%ADa+ley+organica+2
%2F2007&meta=&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai= 
13

 http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2007/04/23/pdfs/A17822-17841.pdf 
14

 http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2007/12/01/pdfs/A49486-49505.pdf 
15

 http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2006/07/20/pdfs/A27269-27310.pdf 
16

 http://www.patrianueva.bo/constitucion 

http://www.gencat.cat/generalitat/cas/estatut/
http://www.gencat.cat/generalitat/cas/estatut/
http://www.fund-culturadepaz.org/eng/DECLARACIONES/Ley%2027%202005%20ENG.pdf
http://www.google.es/search?hl=es&q=estatuto+de+autonomia+de+andaluc%C3%ADa+ley+organica+2%2F2007&meta=&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai
http://www.google.es/search?hl=es&q=estatuto+de+autonomia+de+andaluc%C3%ADa+ley+organica+2%2F2007&meta=&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2007/04/23/pdfs/A17822-17841.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2007/12/01/pdfs/A49486-49505.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2006/07/20/pdfs/A27269-27310.pdf
http://www.patrianueva.bo/constitucion
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is the responsibility of the State “To ensure that all citizens have 

the right to a culture of peace, to global security and to live in a 

democratic and corruption-free society”17. 

 

On the other side, it is particularly relevant to recall the importance 

attached by United Nations to the culture of peace, something which has 

led its General Assembly to hold since 2012, in New York, High Level 

Forums: 

- First High-Level Forum on the Culture of Peace (14/09/12)18.  

- Second High-Level Forum on the Culture of Peace 

(06/09/2013)19.  

- Third High-Level Forum of the General Assembly on the Culture 

of Peace” (09/09/2014)20. 

- Fourth High-Level Forum of United Nations on the Culture of 

Peace” (09/09/2015)21. 

- Fifth High-Level Forum on the Culture of Peace (01/09/2016)22. 

- Sixth High-Level Forum on the Culture of Peace (07/09/2017)23. 

- Seventh High-Level Forum on the Culture of Peace 

(05/09/2018)24. 

 

On the occasion of the  25th Aniversary of the  Congress on a Culture of 

Peace in Yamoussoukro, which gave rise to the culture of peace, and 

under the auspices of the President of Ivory Coast,     

                                                 
17

 http://www.ecuanex.net.ec/constitucion/  
18

 https://www.un.org/press/en/2012/ga11281.doc.htm  
19https://theshiftnetwork.com/blog/2013-09-19/un-high-level-forum-culture-peace   
20

 https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2014/09/un-high-level-forum-on-the-culture-of-peace/  
21

 https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/08/120815_concept-note_High-Level-
Forum-on-a-culture-of-Peace1.pdf  
22

 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-liaison-office-in-new-york/about-this-office/single-
view/news/unesco_addresses_the_high_level_forum_on_culture_of_peace/  
23

 https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/remarks-sg-team/2017-09-07/remarks-high-level-forum-
culture-peace-delivered  
24

 https://news.un.org/en/tags/high-level-forum-culture-peace  

http://www.ecuanex.net.ec/constitucion/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2012/ga11281.doc.htm
https://theshiftnetwork.com/blog/2013-09-19/un-high-level-forum-culture-peace
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2014/09/un-high-level-forum-on-the-culture-of-peace/
https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/08/120815_concept-note_High-Level-Forum-on-a-culture-of-Peace1.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/08/120815_concept-note_High-Level-Forum-on-a-culture-of-Peace1.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-liaison-office-in-new-york/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_addresses_the_high_level_forum_on_culture_of_peace/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-liaison-office-in-new-york/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_addresses_the_high_level_forum_on_culture_of_peace/
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/remarks-sg-team/2017-09-07/remarks-high-level-forum-culture-peace-delivered
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/remarks-sg-team/2017-09-07/remarks-high-level-forum-culture-peace-delivered
https://news.un.org/en/tags/high-level-forum-culture-peace
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a Congress was held from 21 to 23 September 2014 in this city, capital of 

this country, on “Peace in the Mind of Men and Women" with the 

following targets: 1) Commemorate the  25th anniversary of the birth of 

the great programme  with the attendance -either in person or remote-  

from some of the attendees of the 1989 International Congress;  2) 

Gathering testimony and establishing the “roadmap” for the 

implementation of the Program for a “Culture of Peace” 25 years after its 

launching; 3) Launching of the campaign of the project “Make Peace 

Happen in Ivory Coast” aimed at promoting the culture of peace; 4) 

Launching the project on the history of the Culture of Peace within the 

framework of the great project on the history of  UNESCO25. 

 

Among the Resolutions taken by the General Assembly as a “follow-up” of 

the 1999 Declaration, it is worthwhile stressing the Resolution dated 23 

December 2016 and entitled "Follow-up of the Declaration and 

Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace” (A/71/L.47)26, which 

promotes the urgent implementation of the Programme in order to ensure 

the historical transition from a culture of force to a culture of peace. 

 

The time has come for action to enable “a new beginning”. The time has 

come to break our silence. The time has come to link voices and arms. 

Eduardo Galeano, who remains an enduring inspiration for all of us, wrote 

that the “grand-fathers of mankind survived against all odds because they 

were capable of sharing and they were ready to defend themselves 

together”. 

                                                 
25 http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/TRAINING/pdf/Concept_Note_Yamoussoukro-

FINALIZED_01.pdf 

26
 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/L.47&Lang=E  

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/TRAINING/pdf/Concept_Note_Yamoussoukro-FINALIZED_01.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/TRAINING/pdf/Concept_Note_Yamoussoukro-FINALIZED_01.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/L.47&Lang=E
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I am persuaded that the best way to commemorate the 70th anniversary 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 30th anniversary of the 

Declaration of Yamoussoukro, and the 20th anniversary of the Declaration 

and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace, would be the 

announcement by the Secretary General of the United Nations of the 

adoption of the Universal Declaration of Democracy27 drawn up in 2010 by 

Karel Vasak, Federico Mayor, Juan Antonio Carrillo Salcedo… and signed 

by Mario Soares, Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, Boutros 

Boutros Ghali, Doudou Diene, Edgar Morin, Desomnd Tutu, Rigoberta 

Menchú, Aminata Traoré, Alain Touraine… 

 

Right now a genuine (ethical, social, political, economic, cultural and 

international) democracy is the sole way to redirect the current neoliberal 

drift, especially because we are dealing with potentially irreversible 

processes. It is of the utmost importance to fulfil our inter-generational 

duties. 

 

We can no longer remain impassive spectators! We can no longer be 

obedient and resigned recipients. The transition from a culture of war to a 

culture of peace also requires a deep personal transition: from mere 

subjects to active citizens, “educated” citizens who act according to their 

own reflections, who are not dominated by remote media powers. The 

media power which -together with the military, economic and 

technological powers- paralyses with fear a large part of mankind, must 

                                                 
27

 https://declaraciondemocracia.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/declarationdemocracy.pdf  

https://declaraciondemocracia.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/declarationdemocracy.pdf
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receive without further delay a strong and clear message: the time for 

silence has passed.  

 

Yes, peace is possible. Peace based on justice, liberty, equality, solidarity. 

All human beings must be both different and equal. We shall no longer 

subdue, we shall not accept neither inertia nor any assumption that can 

lead us to accept the unacceptable, to live subjugated instead of being 

active citizens, citizens who can agree or disagree, who build democracy 

every day with their behaviour. 

 

Education is the best antidote against extremism, fanaticism, 

supremacism, arrogance, intransigence. 

 

Yes, peace is possible. It is possible to transform an economy of war into 

an economy of global development that shall reduce investments in 

weapons and increase investments in innovative renewable energies; in 

the production of water and food; in health; in the protection of 

environment; in eco friendly houses; in electrical transport; in education; 

in creativity... 

 

Yes, peace is possible. Human beings are capable of inventing their future.  

 

Federico Mayor 
Foundation for a Culture of Peace 

January, 2019. 
 
JOINT the present document through this email: 
 
 info@fund-culturadepaz.org 

mailto:info@fund-culturadepaz.org
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